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palisades of their royal residences and were excluded from all
active participation in arlairs of State.

In France this condition had lasted only a. very short time.
In 751 Pcpin the Short, the son of Charles Martel (the man who
at Poitiers had saved Europe from the Mohammedans), had
quite reasonably come to the conclusion that since he was the
ruler of all Gaul in all but name he might just as well legalize
his position by assuming the tide which went with the job. He
had discreetly discussed the problem with the Pope, and his
Holiness had agreed that it seemed a most sensible arrangement.
The last of the Merovingians had thereupon been relegated to
a quiet monastery in Rome while the former Masters of the
Palace became kings of France and founded the famous dynasty
of the Carolingians.

But when the Europeans arrived in Japan, this curious dual
form of government had been going on for almost five hundred
years. There still was an emperor, a Mikado. He still was
honoured as the head of the nation and as commandcr-in-chief
of the army, but he lived somewhere in the heart of a palace
which no ordinary mortal was ever allowed to visit, and the real
power was in the hands of a Shogtin.

Originally that word seems to have been merely the title given
to a military chieftain, but gradually it had come to mean a
great deal more, and on the arrival of the Europeans the Shogun
was the official with whom they dealt. However, it was always
made clear to these visitors that somewhere there also existed a
real emperor in whose name the Shogun was merely supposed
to exercise his power.

The Shogunatc having in this way become the most profitable
office in Japan, it had always been a subject of dispute between
the more influential families of the Japanese islands. In the
eleventh century the office had been held by the Fujiwara clan,
Next the Minamotos had risen to glory. In the fourteenth cen-
tury they in turn had been succeeded by the house of Ashikaga,
When the missionary issue finally came to a crisis the clan of